[Usefulness of the pre-excitation index to determine the mechanism of supraventricular paroxysmal tachycardia and the location of the anomalous pathway].
To evaluate the preexcitation index in determinate the mechanism of paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia and localize accessory pathway, fifty nine patients with clinical and electrocardiographic supraventricular tachycardia were analyzed. There were thirty eight patients (64.4%) with orthodromic AV reentry using an accessory pathway for retrograde conduction and 21 patients (35.6%) with typical AV nodal reentrant tachycardia. Preexcitation of the atrium during tachycardia by premature ventricular complex at a time when anterograde His bundle activation was present in 30 o 38 (79%) patients with AV reentry while only 8 of 21 (38%) patients with AV nodal reentry demonstrated preexcitation during tachycardia. There was no significant difference between left and right accessory pathways and in mean tachycardia cycle length between the two groups. However, atrioventricular reentry demonstrated atrial preexcitation during tachycardia more frequently than AV nodal reentry. In conclusion, our findings show that the preexcitation index is a useful method for determinate the mechanism of supraventricular tachycardia and to localize accessory pathways.